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NEVER FORGET: TURNING STRANGERS INTO FRIENDS

April 02, 2017   |   posted by Lara Klaber in Filmmakers

Nearly 16 years have passed since the devastation of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, one of the greatest
tragedies in American history. Director David Heinz’s

“September 12th” takes a snapshot of the days that followed. What he found was a nation unified in
grief, but even more so in compassion—as seen from the windshield of a folk singer’s tour van.

“As divided as our country is, I wanted to tell a story that was really positive and unifying,” Heinz says.
“To remind people of what it felt like in the days after 9/11, when we were all connected and all looking
out for one another. In that regard, it was a remarkable time and I, for one, think we as a country can get
back there.”

Heinz’s fictional tale pairs two complete strangers on a journey across the country to share their music
with an aching nation. The film enlisted folk singers Joe Purdy and Amber Rubarth in the leading roles.
Both are new to the acting scene.

“I was so grateful for their willingness to jump into this world they’ve never known,” says Heinz proudly.
“It’s a really brave thing they did, and I think they both did it quite well.”

CIFF on Instagram

Follow us 

Posted by 

CIFF Tweets

We celebrate CIFF's official birthday (today!) with
this incredible shot of 
Ceremony! Photo c… 

ABOUT 20 HOURS AGO   .   

CIFF Facebook Posts

We celebrate CIFF's official birthday (today!) with
this incredible shot of CIFF41 Closing Night
Ceremony. Photo credit: Danny Murtaugh

CLEVELAND INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL }  April 4 – 15, 2018

  
FILM FESTIVAL STORE SUPPORT US FAQS

https://www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/the-daily/2017/04/never-forget-turning-strangers-into-friends
https://www.clevelandfilm.org/files/blog/september12th-directordavidheinz.jpg
https://www.instagram.com/p/BS1jggKgVCA/
https://www.clevelandfilm.org/


4/14/2017 Never Forget: Turning Strangers into Friends ­ Cleveland International Film Festival :: April 4 ­ 15, 2018

https://www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/the­daily/2017/04/never­forget­turning­strangers­into­friends 2/3

Of course, shooting a film while cross-country road-tripping is bound to create some memorable moments.

“Buy me a whiskey and I’ll tell you 50 stories you won’t believe, but for now I’ll just give you this one: I
wrote a movie about a van breaking down as it drives across the country and, sure enough, our van broke
down as we drove it across the country. Quite a bit,” says Heinz.

When a complete stranger approached the van to offer a hand when they were stranded in New Mexico,
the crew visited with his family down the road until their new friend had them up and running again. After
a grateful goodbye, the no-longer-strangers parted ways. Thankfully the camera was rolling, and the scene
made its way into the final cut of the film.

“Making a film on a modest budget is a challenge in and of itself,” says Heinz. “But when you add onto
that a 3,500-mile road trip through 14 states in a 40+ year-old van that was prone to fires, it becomes a
monumental task.

“Just like the characters in the movie, we ended up relying on the kindness of strangers to help us get to
New York,” he continues. “In that way, the themes of the movie really mirrored our experience of making
it.”

—Amy Brown

  Download Related PDF [1.7 MB]

Related Screenings: 
04/01/17 @ 7:05 PM – SEPTEMBER 12TH  

CIFF41 Meet the Filmmakers: SEPTEMBER 12th

ABOUT 20 HOURS AGO   .   

CLEVELAND INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL }  April 4 – 15, 2018

  
FILM FESTIVAL STORE SUPPORT US FAQS

https://www.clevelandfilm.org/files/blog/pdfs/ciff41dailyday5-2.pdf
https://www.clevelandfilm.org/films/2017/september-12th
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZ_UsRSiKbY
http://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=10155344517786929&id=72352011928
https://www.clevelandfilm.org/

